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Conference Abstract:
@ UCI Student Center@ UCI Student Center How can we better understand The Science of Writing and translate it into

impactful classroom practice? Join us at the 2026 UCI Annual Literacy
Conference on January 10, where educators, researchers, and practitioners
will gather to explore the science and practice of teaching writing, spanning
from early literacy to high school composition. 

Highlights of this year’s conference include: 
1. Insights into writing development and the processes that shape

students’ writing skills, grounded in the latest research.
2.Practical, evidence-based strategies for supporting students in

becoming confident and skilled writers.
3.Approaches to fostering collaboration between researchers and

educators, along with new applications of AI tools to enrich writing
instruction and feedback.

Whether you’re looking to enhance your teaching, engage with cutting-
edge research, or connect with others passionate about writing education,
this conference will provide valuable tools and ideas to inspire your students
and transform your practice. Let’s shape the future of writing together! 

Workshops by:
Ralph Ferretti
Erica Lembke
Allison Serceki
Joshua Wilson

Michael Hebert
Zoi Philippakos
Mark Warschauer
and others!



10:00 - 11:15 a.m.

Event Schedule

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-In at the UCI Student Center
Continental Breakfast

Morning Workshops

Erica Lembke
Getting off to the ‘Write’ Start: Data-Based
Decision Making in Elementary Writing, 
Grades K-3

Zoi Philippakos
Developing Strategic Learners: Systematic,
Genre-Based Instruction Across Contexts,
Grades K-12

Joshua Wilson
AI Scoring and Feedback: Research-Based
Recommendations, Grades 3-12

Ralph Ferretti
From Conflict to Dialogue: Supporting the
Ethical Development of Students’
Argumentative Discourse, Grades 9-12

Frank Lozier
Remarkable Writers are Built - not Born:
Teaching Revision, Grades 9-12

Morning Workshops

Erica Lembke
Getting off to the ‘Write’ Start: Data-Based
Decision Making in Elementary Writing, 
Grades K-3

Zoi Philippakos
Developing Strategic Learners: Systematic,
Genre-Based Instruction Across Contexts,
Grades K-12

Joshua Wilson
AI Scoring and Feedback: Research-Based
Recommendations, Grades 3-12

Ralph Ferretti
From Conflict to Dialogue: Supporting the
Ethical Development of Students’
Argumentative Discourse, Grades 9-12

Frank Lozier
Remarkable Writers are Built - not Born:
Teaching Revision, Grades 9-12

8:45 - 9:45 a.m.

Keynote Presentation

Young-Suk Grace Kim
The Science of Writing: Core Foundations
and Evidence-Based Practices

9:45 - 10:00 a.m.

8:30 - 8:45 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions

Break

11:15 - 12:15 p.m.

Lunch Break

Poster Sessions from 
UCI Doctoral Students

Lunch Break

Poster Sessions from 
UCI Doctoral Students

12:15 - 1:30 p.m.

Afternoon Workshops

Michael Hebert
The Science and Practice of Writing to
Read, Grades K-5

Allison Serceki
Planning Intensive Literacy Supports at an
Elementary School, Grades K-5

Shelby Matthews
The Writing Loop Method: Boosting
Engagement & Evidence-Based Rigor,
Secondary ELA, Grades 6-12

Mark Warschauer & Tamara Tate
AI in the Writing Classroom: Grabbing the
Bull by the Horns, Grades 6-12

Carol Mooney
Exploring Self-Awareness Through Writing:
A Writing Tutorial on “The Yellow
Wallpaper”: by Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
Grades 11-12

1:45 - 4:00 p.m.

Panel Session with 
Steve Graham & Karen Harris
Where is the science of writing going to take
us next?

Interactive Round Tables
Implementing the Science in your Classroom

1:30 -1:45 p.m.

Break



How to
Register

Pay via Credit Card

Complete your registration through our online registration portal on our
website at the link or QR code below.

Once your registration has been processed, you will receive a
confirmation receipt with an order number verifying your registration.

We will follow up with individual registrants for their workshop and lunch
selections.

If you are paying via purchase order, please note the following process:
1.Complete your registration through our online registration portal

selecting the Pay via P.O. option.
2.Register your attendee(s). Your registration receipt will read $0.00  as

payment is not collected upfront.
3.Once we process your registration, we will generate an invoice with the

correct fees and email them to your administrator.
4.Please email your P.O. Form/P.O. number to uciwritingproject@uci.edu.

Please note that your registration via P.O. is not complete without an
approved P.O. form/P.O. number in place.

We will follow up with individual registrants for their workshop and lunch
selections.

Registration Fees

$250 per registration

20% discount for groups of 5+

Inquire about district-level partnerships at
uciwritingproject@uci.edu.

Pay via Purchase Order

https://writingproject.uci.edu/conferences

https://writingproject.uci.edu/conferences.
https://writingproject.uci.edu/conferences


Young-Suk Grace Kim (Harvard University) is a professor at the School of
Education, University of California at Irvine. She was a former classroom teacher in
San Francisco. Her scholarship focuses on understanding language and literacy
development and effective instruction for children from diverse backgrounds. Her
areas of research include reading comprehension, reading fluency, listening
comprehension and oral language, dyslexia, higher-order cognitive skills, written
composition, and reading-writing relations. She has worked extensively with
monolingual children and multilingual children from various linguistic backgrounds
(e.g., English, Korean, Chinese, Spanish, Kiswahili). Her research has been supported
by over $60 million in grants from the Institute of Education Sciences, the U. S.
Department of Education, the National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development, and the National Science Foundation. Her work was recognized by
several awards, including the 2012 Presidential Early Career Awards for Scientists
and Engineers (PECASE) by President Barack Obama, and Developing Scholar
Award and Robert M. Gagne Research Award. She is an AERA (American
Educational Research Association) Fellow, and serves as the Editor-In-Chief for
the journal Scientific Studies of Reading and the Chair of the California Reading
Difficulties Risk Screener Selection Panel (RDRSSP) appointed by the California
State Board of Education. 

The Science of Writing: 
Core Foundations and Evidence-Based Practices

Morning Keynote

Young-Suk Grace Kim

The talk will provide an overview of the science of writing, foundational skills that
contribute to writing development, and research-based writing instruction.
Participants will gain insights into the writing process, the underlying skills and
knowledge that support effective writing, and evidence-based approaches to
assessment and instruction for students with diverse needs. 



Morning Workshops 

Getting off to the ‘Write’ Start: Data-Based
Decision Making in Elementary Writing,
Grades K-3

Erica
Lembke

In this session, Dr. Lembke will use the Simple View of Writing as the supporting
framework for introducing evidence-based assessments and intervention in
early writing. Participants will learn more about Curriculum-Based Measures in
writing, as well as a diagnostic tool, and intervention mini lessons. A data-
utilization framework will be provided. 

Erica Lembke is a Professor in the Department of Special Education, a Senior
Advisor for the National Center on Intensive Intervention, past-president of the
national board of the Division for Learning Disabilities, and past editor of the
journal Assessment for Effective Intervention. Recently she served as
department chair for 5 years and interim dean for 1.5 years in the college. 

Her research interests include helping support teachers in data-based decision
making through designing and implementing Curriculum-Based Measures in
elementary and secondary grades and developing strategies to improve
elementary students’ literacy and mathematics performance. She is currently
Principal Investigator on an IES grant to examine support for middle school
mathematics, co-PI on an OSEP leadership grant, co-PI on an MTSS network
grant funded through the US Dept. of Ed, and Co-PI on an EIR grant to study a
replication of Fraction Face Off. 

AI Scoring and Feedback: Research-Based
Recommendations, Grades K-12

Zoi
Philippakos

The session examines the theoretical and pedagogical foundations of Developing
Strategic Writers, emphasizing how systematic, genre-based instruction supports
both student writing development and instructional practice. It explores how
explicit teaching of genre elements, rhetorical task analysis, and metacognitive
strategy scaffolding enables students to plan, draft, evaluate, revise, and edit their
work while managing their writing process across disciplines. Drawing on evidence
from classroom implementation and design-based research, the session will
highlight gains in writing quality and discuss implications for integrating these
practices in K–12 and higher education settings to cultivate independent, self-
regulated writers and instructors of writing.

Zoi A. Traga Philippakos is an assistant professor in literacy education at the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Her research interests include reading and
writing instruction for students in the elementary, middle, high school, and post-
secondary; interdisciplinary writing; writing motivation; strategy instruction with
self-regulation; and approaches to professional development for classroom
teachers. She conducts her research in schools and provides professional
development to teachers on effective reading and writing strategies. In 2017, she
received the Inaugural Alumni Award from the University of Delaware, and in 2019
she was awarded the Early Career Achievement award from the Literacy Research
Association. Her recent publications are the coauthored books, Developing
Strategic Young Writers Through Genre Instruction: Resources for Grades K-2
(2019) and Differentiated Literacy Instruction in Grades 4 and 5 (2019).

Elementary Elementary



Secondary Secondary

Developing Strategic Learners: Systematic,
Genre-Based Instruction Across Contexts,
Grades 3-12

Joshua
Wilson

As artificial intelligence (AI) and automated writing evaluation (AWE) tools become
more common in schools, teachers face key questions: How reliable are AI scores
of student writing? How should these scores guide decisions about which students
need extra support? And what makes AI-generated feedback helpful for developing
writers? 

This interactive workshop will highlight what research shows about the strengths
and limitations of AI/AWE in classroom use. Topics will include: 

How AI scoring compares to human judgment. 
Using AI/AWE to identify students needing targeted writing support. 
Best practices for integrating AI-generated feedback into instruction. 
Pitfalls when relying on automated systems. 
Appropriate and inappropriate uses of AI by students, and supporting
academic integrity. 

Using a mix of lecture, discussion, and hands-on activities, this session will
emphasize practical recommendations to help teachers make the most of AI-
based writing evaluation tools. 

Joshua Wilson, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Education at the University of
Delaware. As a foremost expert in the field of automated writing evaluation, Dr.
Wilson’s research positions him at the forefront of integrating AI technologies in K-
12 education to enhance educational outcomes. He is co-editor Routledge
International Handbook of Automated Essay Evaluation (2024) and has published
numerous papers on the topic of using AI and automation to support the teaching,
learning, and assessment of writing. A former special education teacher, Dr. Wilson
is particularly interested in how these technologies can support students struggling
with writing and literacy skills. 

From Conflict to Dialogue: Supporting the
Ethical Development of Students'
Argumentative Discourse, Grades 9-12 

Ralph
Ferretti

In classrooms and communities alike, people often understand “argument” as a
form of conflict or confrontation rather than a practice of reasoned inquiry.
Empirical research since 2020 reinforces a long-observed tension: while scholars
have framed argument as a rational, inquiry-based practice for millennia, many
people experience it as a contest to be won. To support students in developing
thoughtful and ethical argumentative discourse, educators must engage with
students' lived understandings of argument and reframe it as a collaborative, civic,
and identity-affirming process essential to democratic participation and human
flourishing. This session will present design principles for classroom interventions
that foster ethical engagement in argumentative discourse. Grounded in research
on the critical discussion and constructive controversy frameworks, we will explore
how students can be supported to consider multiple perspectives through peer
dialogue and scaffolded writing about controversial issues. Drawing on empirical
evidence from diverse classroom contexts, participants will examine pedagogical
strategies, engage in sample activities, and reflect on how students’ conceptions
of argument can be transformed through purposeful, ethical instruction. 

Ralph P. Ferretti is Professor Emeritus of Education and Psychological & Brain
Sciences at the University of Delaware. His research explores how instructional
practices support the development of students' written argumentation. He has
served as co-editor and editorial board member of The Journal of Special
Education and on the editorial boards for Exceptional Children and Journal of
Educational Psychology. A former Director of the School of Education at UD, Dr.
Ferretti currently serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Teacher Education
and is a member of the National Center for Intensive Intervention's Technical
Review Committee for Instruction. 

Morning Workshops 



Secondary Poster Session

Remarkable Writers are Built - not Born:
Teaching Revision, Grades 9-12

Frank
Lozier

If your student writing seems to be staid and static, you might be interested in this
session. Participants in this breakout session will learn, discuss, and practice
different ways to encourage students to revise their writing, with particular
emphasis on sentence variety and “painting with brushstrokes” (Noden) such as
using zeugmas and chiasmus. Don’t know what zeugma or chiasmus are? Come
find out! In all seriousness, we will work through different examples of how to
improve student writing and to help students not only identify these different
types of stylistic choices, but to also leverage them to improve their writing. You
may even walk away with some writing of your own!

Dr. Frank Lozier has served in public education for over a quarter century. For him,
school was a sanctuary: though he spent most of high school living in a foster
group home, his teachers never pitied him. Instead, they ensured he could read,
write, and problem-solve at high levels. As a result, he earned his B.A. in English with
a minor in ethnic studies at UC Berkeley; his masters at Columbia University; and
his doctorate in education at UCLA.

His dream job since childhood was to teach English at his high school, Oakland
Tech, but Teach For America and other opportunities led him on a different path. At
the turn of the millennium, he was placed in Compton Unified, and minus a detour
for grad school and to teach in the Bronx, Compton has been home ever since. For
the past six years, he taught at Compton Early College High School (AP Literature,
9th grade English, AP Research, ethnic studies, AVID). In prior chapters, he was a
principal, a director of professional development, and a middle school English
teacher. When he is not teaching, you might find him reading, running, rehearsing
for a dance performance, or researching for his next trip abroad.

Morning Workshops 

Poster Session with UCI Doctoral Students

Lunch &
Poster Sessions

Our poster session is an opportunity for you to engage with UCI doctoral students
who care deeply about supporting teachers and students, particularly around
evidence-based practices that can enhance students’ literacy: reading, writing,
and communication skills. Come check out their posters, hear their stories, and
walk away with a few strategies that we hope you can use in your classrooms. Our
graduate students are studying and working with national literacy experts and
scholars and are pushing the boundaries of what we know about literacy learning.  

Presentations by:
Heidi Hines
Youjin Lee
Julian Levine
Albert Li
Lutfun Naher
Taryn Williams

11:15 - 12:15 p.m.



The Science and Practice of Writing to Read,
Grades K-5

Michael
Hebert

The science is clear: teaching writing can improve reading. This interactive session
will explore the science behind how this works while sharing practical strategies
that teachers can use in their classrooms today.  

Drawing on a robust body of research, Dr. Hebert will unpack the science around
how and why (a) writing about text can improve reading comprehension, (b)
teaching writing skills can improve reading skills, and (c) writing more (and more
often) can lead to better reading outcomes. The session will include interactive
activities that help teachers understand concepts such as the shared knowledge
theory. Participants will then engage with evidence-based strategies designed to
boost reading comprehension and written composition skills at the sentence and
discourse level. These approaches are adaptable across grade levels and content
areas, including oral language support for early learners and written language
scaffolds for older students.  
 
Educators will learn practical methods for integrating writing into reading
instruction without overburdening schedules, making it both feasible and impactful.
Educators will leave with actionable tools and a framework for enhancing student
outcomes in both reading and writing. 

Dr. Michael Hebert is an Associate Professor in the School of Education, Faculty
Director of Teacher Education, and the Director of the UCI Writing Project. His
primary research interests include writing instruction, writing assessment, the
development of writing interventions, the impacts of writing on reading, reading,
special education, and teacher professional development. He is particularly
interested in research on reading and writing for students with and at-risk for
disabilities. He is the co-author of two influential Carnegie Corporation reports:
Writing to Read and Informing Writing. He is also the co-editor of the third edition
of Best Practices in Writing Instruction.

Planning Intensive Literacy Supports at an
Elementary School, Grades K-5

Allison
Serceki

This session will take a deep dive into data analysis and subsequent planning for
intensive supports utilizing an all-hands-on-deck approach at an elementary
school site, capitalizing on the reading and writing connection. 
 
The session will look at research-based practices, including: 

multiple layers of vocabulary instruction 
progression of decoding work 
progression of encoding work 
analysis of comprehension through written responses 

 
Allison Serceki, Ph.D., is an educator who has worked alongside administrators,
teachers, and students from TK through the graduate level for nearly 30 years. Her
experience includes leading faculty and staff to use data in meaningful and
impactful ways, particularly in literacy. She is passionate about creating a culture of
collective efficacy and a team approach to this vital work.

Afternoon Workshops

Elementary Elementary

Afternoon Workshops 



Afternoon Workshops

Secondary Secondary

The Writing Loop Method: Boosting
Engagement & Evidence-Based Rigor,
Secondary ELA, Grades 6-12

Shelby
Matthews

Through the lens of both UDL (Universal Design for Learning) strategies and
research-based best practices in writing instruction, this workshop will explore how
student choice and "looping" back to the different types of writing increases
student engagement, student ownership, and rigor. While delving into some
research and pedagogy, this session will also provide hands-on classroom
applications as well as a lesson demo to equip teachers with ready-to-use
strategies and templates for their classroom. 
 
Educators will learn practical methods for integrating writing into reading
instruction without overburdening schedules, making it both feasible and impactful.
Educators will leave with actionable tools and a framework for enhancing student
outcomes in both reading and writing. 

Shelby Matthews is an English and ELD teacher at Irvine Unified School District
with nine years of experience helping middle and high school students with
developing their reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Specializing in English
Language Development, Shelby uses that experience to support all her students in
improving their language skills and gaining confidence in their ability to
communicate and become independent, critical thinkers. While literature and
writing are great passions of hers, working with young adults and children to help
them reach their goals and lead their lives with compassion and empathy, for both
themselves and others, is at the core of her teaching philosophy. When she isn’t in
the classroom, you can find Shelby outside hiking the hills and mountains of her
home state of California or curled up on the couch with a good book and her two
cats. 

AI in the Writing Classroom: Grabbing the Bull
by the Horns, Grades 6-12

Mark Warschauer
& Tamara Tate

Generative AI poses dramatic challenges to education, especially to writing
instruction. In this session, Mark and Tamara will share ways to help secondary
teachers and students become critical and reflective users of AI. They will
introduce strategies, approaches, and tools, including the award-winning PapyrusAI
writing and AI literacy platform developed at UCI. 
 
Mark Warschauer is a Distinguished Professor of Education at UCI. He previously
was a Spanish bilingual high school teacher in San Francisco Unified School District.
He has trained and taught teachers throughout the world on thoughtful uses of
technology to promote language and literacy development among diverse learners. 

Tamara Tate is a Project Scientist and Associate Director of the Digital Learning
Lab at UCI. As a PI of four grants on AI-based writing, she has led the Lab's efforts
to develop a generative-AI based writing tool and related resources that support
the integration of AI into the teaching and learning of writing without offloading
essential skill building. 

Afternoon Workshops 

https://digitallearninglab.org/



Discussion &
Implementation

Secondary

In this interactive session, conference presenters will sit among conference
participants as they plan to implement the science of writing in their classroom.
Participants will be encouraged to identify one or two ideas or activities from the
conference to try out in their classrooms in the coming weeks. The presenters and
researchers will interactively work with teachers and other participants to think
through issues, considerations in how to differentiate for different student groups,
and how to sustain the practices over time. 

Reflecting: What was covered about the science of writing and
what else do we know?

Drs. Steve Graham
and Karen Harris

Drs. Steve Graham and Karen Harris will reflect on the morning sessions to
contextualize what was covered within the broader framework of the science of
writing, highlighting key takeaways for teachers that can impact their practice. They
will also help us reflect on what was not covered in the science of writing that
teachers and schools may also need to pay attention to when considering how to
support students’ writing development. Drawing on their years of experience in
research and working with teachers, Drs. Harris and Graham will provide practical
advice around how to apply the information from research into classrooms.  

In this interactive panel discussion, Drs. Steve Graham and Karen Harris will lead a
panel discussion with the morning presenters to explore what we still need to know
about writing development and teaching writing. Conference participants will be
invited to ask questions of the panelists about the latest research, where the field
is going, and how they can practically keep up with the science in their classrooms.
The morning presenters will share their thoughts on what we still need to know and
exciting new research that can lead to innovation in how we teach and use writing
in schools. This discussion will lead into interactive roundtables with conference
participants.  

Panel Discussion: 
Where is the science of writing going to take us next? 

Exploring Self-Awareness Through Writing: A
Writing Tutorial on “The Yellow Wallpaper” by
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Grades 11-12

Carol
Mooney

This workshop focuses on how to craft a literary analysis interpretive essay on
theme in "The Yellow Wallpaper." It addresses the SEL Competency of Self-
Awareness, particularly exploring the concept of values and how they are formed;
how they reflect identity and experiences; and how they are applied. Additionally,
participants will start to examine how personal perspectives and values can be
challenged. This workshop also provides a supplementary activity "Wallpaper and
You.” Using the information from the mini-lesson on symbolism as well as Perkins
Gilman's use of wallpaper as a symbol of the narrator's situation in her story,
participants will design their own symbolic wallpaper that reflects hopes, fears,
dreams and realities from their individual experience.

Carol Mooney began teaching elementary school in 1974 in Anaheim and Fountain
Valley before moving to Orange Unified School District in 1978. She taught English
and social studies for nine years at El Rancho Middle School and transferred with
the ninth graders to Villa Park High School in 1988, where she taught Advanced
Placement English, Literature and Composition; was Language Arts Department
Chair; and was active in both BTSA and TIP (Teacher Innovative Program) until she
retired. Carol also taught Children’s Literature and various education courses at
Chapman University as an Adjunct Professor from 1981-2006. She received the
Outstanding Part-Time Faculty Award in 1999 and was named a Trustee Professor
in 2000. Carol is a UCI Writing Project Fellow and has taught workshops and
courses through the UCI School of Education. She was a Finalist for Orange County
Teacher of the Year in 1982 and 2000. 

Afternoon WorkshopsAfternoon Workshops 

Interactive Round Tables: Implementing the Science in your
Classroom




