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UCIWP News

A letter from our Director

Dear UCI WP Community,

| hope everyone has settled into the second half
of the school year. We’re in a slightly slower
period of the year for the Writing Project, but |
wanted to take this opportunity to share some of
our planning for our upcoming programming:
First, | have some exciting news! We’ve gotten
approval to increase the pay rates for our

Summer Youth Program teachers by 35-40%.
Our teacher pay for summer will now be much

more competitive and one of the highest rates in
the area. We are also opening two new sites for
Summer Youth this year, so we’re looking for lots
of teachers! So, please get the word out.

Next, we’re still accepting nominations and applications for our Summer
Institute. This year’s theme is “Exploring New Horizons,” and we’re inviting
teachers on a voyage to explore their instructional writing strategies. Teachers
receive a $2000 stipend for participating and have the ability to receive
continuing education units. Please visit our website, writingproject.uci.edu to
find out more about our Summer Youth programs, to apply for the Summer
Institute, and to nominate other teachers for the Summer Institute.

| also wanted to remind you that all UCI Writing Project Fellows are invited to
join us for our upcoming Writing Project Il events:

e Saturday, February 17,2024: A WPII brunch. Rachel Grefe and Marianne

Stewart will present on Ethnic Studies in the ELA classroom! RSVP at

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSA3WsXIkXDhuGcP9sTfbg9bVgoEr3
ZtLiVEL9hBWNQbGQA86Q/viewform

 Wednesday, March 6,2024: Liz Harrington will present!
Finally, thank you to Nina Santala, Shreshta Aiyar, Carlos Barajas, and Kimberly
Cordon-Perez for signing up to participate in Project WEST (Writing and Ethnic
Studies Together) by the California Writing Project. This is a great leadership
training opportunity and we know you will represent our UCI Writing Project
well!
Have a great couple of weeks and | hope to see you soon!
Best,
Michael email: mhebertl@uci.edu




News from the

/ national
writing
project

Celebrating NWP’s 50th Anniversary

January of 2024 marks the calendar-year beginning of a campaign
to celebrate the 50-year history of the National Writing Project.
Don’t miss a minute of it! Here’s what you can do this month:

o Follow @nationalwritingproject on Instagram to see the faces of
the Writing Project today along with moments in the storied
history of NWP.

e Visit Tend the Flame, our community poem celebrating the
teaching of writing, and add a verse.

e Bookmark nwp.org/50 to get the latest updates.

e And if you want to help keep the magic going with a donation to
support the work of NWP, consider subscribing to the 1974
campaign, and make a recurring donation of $19.74 each month
this year to support future Writing Project endeavors.

A New Executive Director for

NWP

Congratulations to Tanya Baker on
being named as the National
Writing Project’s new Executive
Director. Several of us have come
to know Tanya well through her
involvement with the Pathway
program, and we know her
commitment to NWP and to
supporting teachers. We wish her
every success in this new position,
and look forward to many more
interactions with her.



https://nwp.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74fb19be0914ed81636ed0372&id=51d78e8b24&e=7ded84e7ee
https://nwp.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74fb19be0914ed81636ed0372&id=8fab908c61&e=7ded84e7ee
https://nwp.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74fb19be0914ed81636ed0372&id=fc9be974f8&e=7ded84e7ee
https://nwp.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74fb19be0914ed81636ed0372&id=415836a975&e=7ded84e7ee
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' Spotlight on New Fellows

Scarlette Damirchi

I’ve been teaching middle school Language Arts and

yandra tineres - Reading Support for many years. I've taught in the Alvord
e House o Unified School District then “paused” from teaching to

jl“f"‘"'flf_ “treet raise my three children. | returned to the classroom in
===~ 2016 and have been with the Newport-Mesa Unified
§ School District ever since. Teaching middle school has
B | definitely kept me on my toes and keeps my heart young.
» . I've enjoyed being a part of my students’ lives and have
loved sharing my love of reading and passion for writing
with them.

Literature and writing were always hard for me as a middle school student,
so itis important to me that my students feel empowered by what we read
and write in the classroom. Helping them find joy and their voice is critical.
For my presentation, | shared how | “Jumpstart Narrative Writing using
Vignettes” as a starting point. | found that many students were not ready
to tell a whole story about themselves so choosing a small moment in
their lives was easier and less intimidating.

| chose The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros because my
students are able to connect and relate to not only the text but to the
author herself. Guiding students to write about themselves and
sometimes having to fictionalize names and places was necessary to tell
their story is pivotal. My goal is for students to not be afraid of writing and
challenge themselves to express themselves through writing and find a
love for the use of language.
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' Spotlight on New Fellows

Sean Beall

| am a third year high school history teacher at
Capistrano Valley High School in Capistrano
Unified School District. After obtaining a BA in {%5-
History and my MAT from UC Irvine, | am very
grateful to have had the opportunity to return
to UCI and take part in the Writing Project "
Summer Institute!

Throughout my years working in education, | have seen the power of
effective instruction in transforming a person into becoming life-longer
learners and engaged members of their community, country, and world.
History education grows a person's empathy and critical thinking,
allowing students to more effectively form opinions on their world and
thoughtfully engage those of others. In addition, it has the ability to give
students multiple means of effective sharing and expressing their ideas,
especially through writing and other literacies.

In the Writing Project, | was able to improve a lesson on a recent news
article on Sylvia Mendez and de facto segregation, which allowed
students to discuss the past and present issues of segregation in
education, making connections between our history and lived
experience. Engaging students in frequent, informal literacies and
allowing them to react to authentic texts are important and effective
ways to develop students’ writing. So too, allowing them to use these
skills on topics that are relevant and accessible to them empowers them
further use them outside of the classroom walls. In this way, my aim is
that students see learning as beginning in the classroom and extending
to all parts of their life. | am thankful for the Writing Project Summer
Institute in better equipping my colleagues and me in meeting these
educational goals!



el Spotlight on Summer Youth

Heart-to Heart Writing
an interview with two
Summer Youth instructors

1) How did you become involved in teaching in Summer Youth and what was your experience like?

Melissa: In 2017 | had the good fortune to work with the UCI Writing Project, which is how |
learned about the YW program. When the call went out last year for summer classes, | threw
my name in the hat. | taught the 5th Grade Young Writers class at Hicks Canyon Elementary
School with Alicia Kuhn.

Jason: After Melissa finished the summer class at Hicks Canyon, she was asked to fill in last-
minute for an online class later in the summer. It just so happened that there was another
opening for an online class, and that’s how | started. | had a really positive experience and |
grew a lot from working with upper elementary students online.

2) How did you support each other in planning and teaching Summer Youth? Any surprises?

Melissa: Seeing as | “went first,” | was helpful in getting Jason squared away with hiring
logistics, plus | helped orient him to the expectations for YW teachers/classes. Angie Balius was
very helpful in getting us back up to speed with distance teaching because we were out of
practice. Whenever we had “technical issues,” we could help each other out, too.

Jason: We collaborated and shared when possible. It was nice to discuss our lessons with each
other because they seemed to naturally build on the other since we taught the same subject,
but different grades. The only surprise for me was how enthusiastic and skilled the students

were.

3) What advice would you give colleagues thinking about teaching Summer Youth for the first
time?

Melissa: Be flexible and open-minded. Assert yourself and ask questions of others who have
taught the program before. Remember that the classes are enrichment, so have fun and

incorporate strategies or lessons you may feel unable to try at your usual work site.
Jason: Have an open mind and you'll get something out of it, as well as building your teaching

arsenal.

Melissa Galvan has taught at Oxford Academy for 18 years and currently teaches 8th grade
English and AP Lang & Comp. Jason Galvan has taught at Ramona Middle School for 21 years
and currently teaches 6th grade English. They have been married 27 years.

Interview by Carol Mooney



More Than a Book Review

ldeas for Your Reading Classroom
-~y
Elementary % yERS
Big Babies
by Patrick O’Brien

The picture book Big Babies will surely be a hit with children
of all ages who find dinosaurs interesting. The author and
illustrator, Patrick O'Brien, weaves facts about dinosaurs as
babies and explains dinosaur names, which is a great way to
engage students in word study. This book makes a perfect
springboard to having students do research of their own
around dinosaurs and having them include tidbits about the
derivational components of dinosaur names. Teachers and
readers of all ages will enjoy the extra bits of information the
author includes in the last few pages of the text. From cover
to cover, this book has lots of engaging images and facts, and
makes an excellent mentor text for young nonfiction writers.

Allison Serceki
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More Than a Book Review

Ideas for Your Reading Classroom , &8
RENEL WATSUN = ELLEN HAGAN
Middle School / High School

Watch Us Rise
by Renee Watson & Ellen Hagan i
\

Jasmine and Chelsea, two New York City teens living their truth by
fighting sexism, racism, and other harmful aspects to life, make this
story incredibly captivating and insightful.

Despite attending a progressive high school, they feel muted voices
around them, especially the voices of girls and women. To change the
muting of said voices, they create an after-school club based on
women’s rights. In this club, they discuss women’s history, platform
their poetry and writings, and open discussions on what they, and fellow
supporters, see around them. However, not everyone is on board with
their club and the girls must decide how strongly their fight prevails and
how they will exist in this world.

While the messaging can get a bit heavy-handed, topics
included in this story, such as misogynoir, misogyny, racism, and
classism, present themselves for spring-boarding conversations
middle and high schoolers deserve. We must remember that
students are struggling with these topics in their daily lives
already, so giving them language and lessons to help them
tackle those topics is an important aspect to education.

This book reminded me of the Netflix movie MOXIE!, which
tackles similar themes and would be an interesting
compare/contrast unit if done together.

Megan Grint
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Coming Events

/ national
IW writing
project

March 12, April 9
Write Across America

In the spirit of the 50th anniversary of the National Writing Project,
Write Across America is on a quest to visit all 50 states on its virtual

writing marathon.

February 20, March 26, 3:45 P.M.

Blog Writers: Drop In and Write (Zoom)
More information at_nwp.org

March 2, April 6, 2024 (Just Like a Writing) Class for Aspiring Writers of

Any Level
9:00 a.m.Anaheim Packing House,440 S Anaheim Blvd, - Anaheim, CA

The California Writers Club meets monthly for our featured speaker series
focused on the craft and business of writing. Topics are presented by
major authors, publishers, self-published writers, college professors,
literary agents, and other professionals.

Admission:FREE .
. —
N WRITE
February 28 S

Unearthing Joy: a Guide to Culturally Responsive Teaching and
Learning.

Webinar with Dr. Goldy Muhammad

To register, go to writecenter.org

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. No Charge

Information compiled by Lynne Pantano


http://nwp.org/
http://writecenter.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.831524%2C%20-117.912025

