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UCIWP News

A Letter from the Editor

Dear Writing Project Friends,

As we head toward the end of the school year, it is often
difficult to find motivation, both for ourselves and for our
students. With this in mind, | want to take the opportunity
to share a couple of inspirational ideas from Rachel Bear
of the National Writing Project. You can find more
inspiration from Rachel and others at studio.nwp.org.

As part of NWP’s focus on making 2025 #BestTeachingYearYet, Rachel
encourages everyone this month to “pause and notice - notice the change of
seasons; notice the evidence of growth, large and small, that your students
have made since fall; notice what puzzles, surprises or delights you in your
classroom.” In other words, we should take time to “smell the roses,” even
when less pleasant smells seem to predominate. Throughout the month, the
Teacher Studio at nwp.org will be exploring ways in which we can bring “more
intentional noticing into our classrooms and our teaching lives.”

April, of course, is National Poetry Month, and poetry can be a balm and a
refuge both for ourselves and for our students. The National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE) has many resources to aid in the teaching and
writing of poetry, in April as well as for the rest of the year. Visit
ncte.org/resources/poetry to see what they have to offer, including a daily
poem with a classroom prompt.

As always, | invite you to contribute to WordPlay in any way that you care to.
We are here to serve the UCIWP community, and we want to lift up the voices
of that community. Please send articles, stories, poems, book reviews, opinion
pieces...This is your newsletter, so please let us hear from you.

With best wishes
Liz Harrington
WordPlay Editor


http://ncte.org/resources/poetry

News from UCIWP

Exciting News: Our Writing Project is Going Social!

We are thrilled to announce the launch of our social media campaign for our local
Writing Project! As a community of dedicated teachers and literacy advocates,
we are committed to fostering a love for writing and reading among students
from kindergarten through 12th grade. Our affiliation with the National Writing
Project (NWP) has inspired us to expand our reach and connect with even more
educators, students, and parents through social media.

Why Social Media?

Social media platforms like X, Blue Sky, and Instagram offer us a unique
opportunity to share resources, celebrate successes, and engage with a broader
audience. These platforms become ways in which we can share and discover
lesson plans, writing prompts, and literacy strategies to implement with diverse
learners. We will be able to schedule regular online discussion times, group
“chats” in which we can dialogue and exchange our thinking on subjects of
interest, as determined by the moderator of the chat. If someone has news of an
upcoming webinar or conference that might be beneficial to all of us, a quick post
will help to make us all aware of the opportunity. We might explore displaying
exemplar student work, respecting all FERPA privacy guidelines (no names or
identifying characteristics of the student, teacher, or school). As we want to
maintain a visible and engaging presence among fellow educators, social media
offers the possibility to extend our reach beyond our personal connections.

How to Get Involved

We are still working on making our online community secure and will send you the
invitation to participate once it is live. Currently, we are setting up accounts on X,
Blue Sky, and Instagram. Please take the time to fill out the form on the link below
to help us construct a platform that will be meaningful for all of you and for other
educators. https://forms.office.com/r/kd4kss1FNaJ

Stay Connected

We will be posting regular updates, including tips for teaching writing, highlights
from our events, and stories from our classrooms. Hashtags that will be useful in
posts will also be provided.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to literacy education.
Together, we can inspire a love for writing and reading in every student.

Maria Andrade Johnson



More Than a Book Review

ldeas for Your Reading Classroom
Elementary
Marianthe’s Story:
Painted Words/Spoken Memories
by Aliki

Painted Words/Spoken Memories by Alikiis two
stories in one. It roughly follows the immigration
story of the author and illustrator, Aliki, and how
she came to the United States from Greece.

The first story, Painted Words, relates the uncertainty and feelings Marianthe
has as a new student in a new country. Her teacher encourages her to paint her
words since she does not yet speak English. In the second story, Spoken
Memories, Marianthe tells her story with words and the pictures she made to
capture her immigration experience. The story lends itself to the usual
inferential thinking around character traits, feelings, theme, and point of view
but also adds a beautiful layer with the artwork and discussions readers can
have around the author’s craft and purpose regarding the pictures and choice
of black and white versus color images. Our students who had similar
experiences were able to make a lot of connections with the story and feelings
shared by the main character.

Allison Serceki




More Than a Book Review
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Ideas for Your Reading Classroom
Middle School

Mexikid: a graphic memoir
by Pedro Martinez

A recipe by Kelly Cooley
In a large bowl add minced graphic memaoir, slices
of tangy Watsonville, California, and caramelized
chunks of Jalisco, Mexico.
Add a loving Apa and Ama then one at a time add
9 feisty children. The first 5 need to be fresh
teenagers born in “Old Mexico” like Apa and Ama. Lo

Whisk in the remaining 4 cheesy children all under the age of 12 born in the
United States. (No substitutions of family members as this will alter the lessons

of the recipe.)

Marinate with flaky field work and lively family trips to Kmart.
Let set until flavorful Abuelo living in Jalisco, Mexico, needs help.

Meanwhile saute spicy flashbacks of Abuelo’s exploits during and after the
Mexican Revolution.

Strain with the active imagination of the appealing narrator, Pedro, a zesty
tween boy steeped in comics and infused with 1970’s American pop culture.
Lightly mix everything together then separate the older teens from Apa, Ama,
and the younger kids. Place the fluffy teens in a truck with tough custom rope
seat belts and set aside.

Place the remaining family members in a distinctive used 1970’s Chieftain
Winnebago. Stir in snapped aromatic banana halves. Sift in luscious traditions
from “Old Mexico,” an alarming haircut, and cool Chun Ta-Ta music.

Gently fold in flavorful Abuelo as he prepares to leave appealing Mexico to
live in the buttery United States.

Let rest while listening to Abuelo’s gourmet words.

Remove all delectable ingredients from both vehicles and place gently on the
crisp flags of Mexico and the United States.

Sprinkle generously with Spanish and English.

Garnish with aromatic love, blended understanding, and distinctive growth.

Yields: The importance of learning family histories to understand one’s identity.



More Than a Book Review

Ideas for Your Reading Classroom
High School

The Berry Pickers "' N"—\T 10 NA'LBE sfs-ﬁ;;ét EVR“I
by Amanda Peters !

Amanda Peters' The Berry Pickers is a compelling ,,\

and deeply moving novel that proves to be an
excellent choice for high school readers. It
masterfully weaves a mystery with a poignant
family saga, exploring themes of loss, identity, and g
cultural displacement with sensitivity and nuance. #
The dual perspectives of the narrators Joe and
Norma offer a rich tapestry of emotional
experiences. Both stories carry their own
compelling plot lines.

In addition to the two narrators, a third plot line is woven in and centers around
the disappearance of a young girl named Ruthie. Peters creates a novel that
effectively illuminates the experiences of the Mi'kmaq people, providing
valuable cultural insight in a natural and engaging way. While a multiple-
perspective, mystery, historical fiction novel sounds like it would be a mess,
this book will blow you away with its attention to detail and strong storytelling.

Extension:
e Research Mi'kmagq culture and history.
e Explore the history of migrant workers in Maine during the 1960s.
e Discuss the concept of "missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls"
(MMIWG)

Liz Taireh




Beyond Books [k

One Experience of Writing an Ethnic Studies Course c) L

Many people have an incomplete view of what ethnic studies entails, especially in California
where we must pilot our ethnic studies courses next year. While the Ethnic Studies Model
Curriculum has many resources, the best part is the Eight Outcomes. These eight outcomes are
what make the course more than just learning about different ethnicities; it's about growing as a
human being.

The eight outcomes are: 1. Pursuit of justice and equity, 2. Working toward greater inclusivity, 3
Furthering self-understanding, 4. Developing a better understanding of others, 5. Recognizing
intersectionality, 6. Promoting self-empowerment for civic engagement, 7. Supporting a
community focus, and 8. Developing interpersonal communication.

When | wrote this course, with a colleague, we truly embraced these Eight Outcomes. After much
deliberation and revision, we decided to rename our course, from “Ethnic Studies” to “Origins of
Our Community.” This title aligns with the eight outcomes more effectively than focusing solely
on specific ethnicities. Furthermore, we designed a course where the teacher models a skill using
a group of their choosing, and then students conduct research on a group of their choice.

First, students explore their identities, from legal to personal, informal to formal. For example, |
am a brown-haired, blue-eyed female. | am a wife and a mother; | am a reader and a debater. | am
a dog owner and someone who dislikes cake. By having students define who they are, the crucial
step of furthering self-understanding lays the foundation for the complex idea that people are
more than just their legal demographics. Everyone is more than just a race or an ethnicity.

Next, students research their communities by examining demographics compared to the county,
state, and nation. Students also interview a person within their community or family to gain a
better understanding of their place within their social context. The goal is that, having understood
themselves, students recognize the importance of understanding their place in their community.

Finally, students learn about power, intersectionality, and related concepts. The culmination is a
YPAR (Youth Participatory Action Research) project where they identify a marginalized group
and create a plan for positive community change. (yparhub.berkeley.edu)

In “Origins of Our Community,” students take the lead with research. And this was my underlying
objective all along: to create a course where students learn how to conduct research. The Eight
Outcomes lent itself to teaching research. The research itself becomes the lesson, and since it is
student-selected, we are not imposing a rigid curriculum. Instead, we are teaching essential skills
and promoting an understanding of an individual’s place in their community, nation, and world.

Liz Taireh
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/documents/esmcchapter1.pdf
https://yparhub.berkeley.edu/home
https://yparhub.berkeley.edu/home

Coming Events

Monday, April 28, 2025

Author Brad Taylor

6:30 p.m.,Tustin Library,

345 E Main Street, Tustin, CA 92780

Brad Taylor, Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.), is a twenty-one-year veteran of the U.S. Army
Infantry and Special Forces, including eight years with the 1st Special Forces Operational
Detachment-Delta, popularly known as Delta Force. Taylor retired after serving more than
two decades and participating in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom, as well as classified operations around the globe. His final military post was as
assistant professor of military science at The Citadel. He is a New York Times bestselling
author of eighteen Pike Logan thrillers. Complimentary books available, while supplies last.
No registration required. Early arrival suggested.

California Writers Club—Orange County Branch Meeting
Saturday, May 3, 2025

Saturday June 7, 2025

9:00 a.m.

Anaheim Packing House, 440 S Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, CA

For information about these and other activities of the California Writers Club, Orange
County Branch, visit https://calwritersorangecounty.org/

Sunday, May 4, 2025-Saturday, May 10, 2025

Students for Innovation Virtual Summit

Join us on May 4-10 for a virtual summit designed for educators and led entirely by students.
This summit highlights the transformative power of student voice and celebrates the creativity,
resilience, and vision of young leaders working toward shaping the future of education.

For more information or to register, visit https://studentsforinnovation.org/

Wednesday, May 28, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

Author Katherine Center

Norma Hertzog Community Center, 1845 Park Ave, Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Katherine Center is the New York Times bestselling author of twelve novels, including The Rom-
Commers, Hello Stranger, The Bodyguard, Things You Save in a Fire. For more information, call
(714) 566-3034 or email ocpl.programs@occr.ocgov.com

Friday, June 6, 2025
7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 242

NWP Summit on Teaching Climate Literacy Wl'ltll'lg

New Orleans, LA y pl'O]ECt

Join fellow educators on Friday, June 6, 2025 in New Orleans for the National Writing Project’s
Summit on Teaching Climate Literacy. This summit will feature the work of K-college educators
who are teaching climate literacy while providing creative opportunities for participants to
imagine what is possible in their own communities and contexts.

For more information and to register, go to https://bit.ly/2025-nwp-climate-summit

/national

Information compiled by Lynne Pantano
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